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Recent polls that showed comedian Volodymyr Zelenskiy leading in the
presidential race shocked everyone. Ukrainian voters seem to be sending a
message to the powers that be: maybe we’d be better off with a comic than with
“business as usual.” How serious respondents are in plumping for a man who plays
a village teacher who becomes president is anybody’s guess. But respondents who
claim to support Zelenskiy do not really believe he might become president, the
same polls report. If Zelenskiy’s presidential prospects become realistic, many
pranksters may change their views.

Meanwhile, President Petro Poroshenko keeps delivering results of historical
significance. On February 7th, the Verkhovna Rada passed amendments to the
Constitution that established Ukraine’s pro-Western external policy course. From
now on, the Basic Law states that Ukraine aspires to full membership in the
European Union and NATO. With this move, Poroshenko hopes to kill two birds
with one stone: to consolidate the vote of Ukrainians who support Euro-integration,
and to curtail the options for a future leader to reverse Ukraine’s pro-EU and pro-
NATO course. Removing this amendment via the legislature will be very difficult,
even if a new president is willing to make peace with Russia at any price.

The latest economic indicators send mixed signals. Industry fell in December 2018
by 3.5% yly, reflecting poor results in core sectors. For 2018, industrial output
inched up only 1.1%, far below expectations 232
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