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IMF View of New High Court Anti-
Corruption Law Still a Mystery

The bill on the high anti-corruption court (HACC) has finally passed in the
Verkhovna Rada. President Petro Poroshenko promptly signed it into law, and it
took effect on June 14th. Nominally, Ukraine’s government has fulfilled the IMF
requirement, but, predictably, the law was not quite the one the IMF wanted. First,
the Public Council of International Experts (PCIE) was given limited input into judge
selection. Second, it appeared that the PCIE could also include Ukrainians. Third,
earlier corruption cases will be subject to review in regular courts, not the HACC.
So Ukraine’s lawmakers, as usual, left a few loopholes, to keep the HACC under
control.

Provisional IMF comments on the law were very restrained: the Fund said it wanted
to evaluate it. It's hard to predict the Fund’s view. If “zero tolerance for corruption”
is its priority, we believe the response will be negative. If officers give more
emphasis to progress, the conclusion could be positive. >>>
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