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As Economy Improves, Poroshenko
Leads in Polls

Fresh voter polls are giving President Petro Poroshenko the best chance of winning the 2019
presidential race. Ukrainians seem to see that Poroshenko is not perfect, but he can claim
some positive achievements, like the visa-free regime with the EU. Given the improving
economic situation, he’s likely to strengthen his position over the next year or so. Among
popular measures he plans to benefit from is a tax on withdrawn capital — effectively a tax
on dividends. The corporate profit tax offers plenty of interpretation room for the Tax
Administration — and therefore corruption opportunities. A tax on withdrawn capital should
eliminate this arbitrariness, and has been widely welcomed by business. There was a new
wave of anti-corruption scandals in November. The National Anti-Corruption Bureau of
Ukraine (NABU) organized a few high-profile arrests, but its courage only triggered active
resistance from Ukraine’'s establishment. So the Prosecutor General's Office and the
Security Bureau of Ukraine (SBU) aborted one of NABU’s covert operations, and
declassified its agents. The U.S. Department of State reacted harshly to this new attack on
NABU>>>
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