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Slow Reform Sows Discontent  
There’s been a disturbing level of discontent over the progress of reforms.  We at
first thought this was linked to demands for populist solutions. But local elections
show that this is not so: Ukrainians are irritated that new elites are returning to 
their traditional corrupt ways of “doing business,” and setting aside the revolution 
and the horrible casualties of the past two years in the process.  

The epic battle over the new post of anti-corruption prosecutor is the most telling
incident. This new position is perhaps the most crucial office in the anti-corruption 
structure the authorities have been developing for the past two years. The
prosecutor is expected to prosecute corrupt high-level officials. To no one’s 
surprise, local elites were very sensitive about who would be named to this post.
So we’ve seen a public fight break out among civic activists, backed by foreign 
diplomats and the new authorities uncomfortable with the prospects of losing 
control over the institution.  Neither side won. But the appointee doesn’t look 
capable of engaging Ukraine’s corrupt elites, so the prospects for an anti-
corruption battle are very much in question >>>  
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